
Project Trust January Update 

iSaludos from Bombita!  

It has been almost 3 months since my last newsletter and so much has happened! 

I finished teaching in December and by the end of the term I felt so much more comfortable in my 

role and able to plan better, more interactive lessons. For most of last term I had one real problem 

class, 7A. They were noisy, disrespectful and not learning as much as 7B due to me having to 

constantly battle with them for quiet. However, through hard work, lots of discussions with the 

education advisor Teressa, and a change in approach, I managed to have some great lessons with 

them in the last few weeks of term and their exam results were not far off those in 7B. Having a 

good lesson with that class felt like such an achievement because of the work it took me to get 

there. 

A big part of December was the exams in school. I had to set, invigilate and mark exams for over 100 

students and for the most part it was a success. There were a few students who did not pass, but the 

same was true in every subject, and I had some real star students who made up for it.  

The end of exams and the term was marked with Dia de los Niños (Children’s day) where each class 

gave a presentation to the school in the form of a dance, a drama or a song, the best of which 

featured 3 of my 5th graders wearing fluorescent knitted hats singing a famous song in the 

Dominican charts at the moment, Palito de Coco, rewritten with lyrics relevant to school called Palito 

de COPA. The presentations were followed by the students eating together in their classes and each 

receiving a box full of gifts courtesy of a church in Florida that supports COPA every year. They 

provided 800 boxes for the 2 COPA schools which meant a huge task for myself, Teressa and Fiona 

who had to sort through them all, but it was all worth it in the end when the children opened them.  

The whole school enjoying each other’s presentations                         Jose Luis likes his Christmas box! 

The thing that I am most proud of over the last 3 months is how much my Spanish has improved. I 

am now well on the way to being fluent and am able to have conversations that would have been 

impossible even a few weeks ago. In November I spoke in front of the whole school in assembly 



about fraternity, our value for the week. I am hoping to do more speaking in assembly over the 

coming weeks as I really enjoyed the challenge of writing a speech in Spanish and public speaking is 

something I would like to work on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

La Fraternidad – Speaking in assembly 

COPA has seen a lot of changes over the past few months. Several volunteers have left and new ones 

arrived, including our new director, Bob Hampton, and his wife Alison from Stratford. We are so well 

supported by COPA, in our teaching by Teressa and Bob, and in every other aspect of our time here. 

It sounds clichéd but we really are like a family supporting each other through the ups and downs of 

living abroad.  

Christmas could have been a tough time being away from family, but we made it special and spent 

the day at the beach eating Dominican food. After Christmas the Project Trust volunteers all headed 

north to Cabarete for 5 days of relaxation on a beach, which was a huge change from Bombita as it 

felt a world away with all the resorts and tourist orientated facilities. It was good to get away, but 

better to come back to shouts of ‘Teacher, Hello, I am fine!’ as we walked back through Bombita. 

The village really is a home from home now, and I wouldn’t want to be spending my year anywhere 

else. 

Sosua beach near Cabarete                                         ‘This is Project Trust’ – Christmas day on the beach 

I have a busy time ahead teaching and travelling before I leave the DR on July 31st. My next 

newsletter will be in around April, and in the meantime I update my blog a few times a month - 

http://yearinthedomrep.blogspot.com/ 

Adios for now! 

http://yearinthedomrep.blogspot.com/

